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I CoRINTHIANS, VII. 30. 


m—AND THEY THAT REJOICE, AS THOUGH THEY | 
| 'REJOICED NOT», 


THANKSGIVING- DAYS are the 


j 
on 4 , i 
c 5 t 
} : 1 
} 


ſeaſons of joy and gladneſs. They are appointed, "i 
to give us an opportunity to expreſs our grati- 9 


tude to the Great Benefactor of men, in a ſocial, 


public manner, Leſt, therefore, we rejoice, like 
| ſinners, with ſelfiſh affections, and provoke God 
to ſay: „ hate, 1 deſpiſe your feaſt- days, and 1 
| will not ſmell in your ſolemn aſſemblies ; ; it 


3—3ꝙ— ; 


| highly concerns us to improve the day, accord- 


vg. to our ſolemn profellion, To meet, there-, 
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TOR A Thankſgiving Diſcourſe. 


fore, and guide your grateful meditations and re- 
Sections upon this happy occaſion, I ſhall enu- 
merate ſome of the bleſſings for which we are 
now called to be thankful, and diſplay the reaſons 
for rejoicing, as though we rejviced not: For in 
the language of the connexion 5 This I ſay, beeth- 


ren, the time is ſnort: it remains that both they 


tb; 


that have wives, be as though they had none ; and 


they that weep, as though they wept not; and 
they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; 

and they that buy, as though they poſſeſſed not ; 
and they that uſe the world, as not Sly it; 


for the faſhion of this world paſſerh away.” 


I. ACCORDING to dhe method aged, we 


are to enumerate ſome of the bleſſings for which 


we are this day called to be thankful. But where 


ſhall we begin, or where ſhall we end? 2 For the 


field i is both wide and long. Our mercies are as 


numberlef as the ſands, or the ſun- beams. g 5 hey 


are infinite, and cannot be told. To mention, 


therefore, ſome of the leading bieflings of the 5 


= * —— 


year is all that can reaſgpably be c expetied, in a fir n. 5 


gle * 


1 
— 


4 Thankſgiving Diſcourſe. 7 
gle branch · of diſcourſe. While enumerating the 
bleſſings of the year, you will permit me to men- 
tion ſome of the moſt . common ones. For Why 
ſhall we ſlide over ſome of. the choiceſt bleſſings 
of heaven ? * Shall the moſt deep and uſeful 
ſtreams of divine mercy be unnoticed and forgot- 
ten, becauſe they flow without intermiſſion I. 


life leſs worthy of grateful notice, becauſe we have 7 


— 
2 


pel depreciated, becauſe it has been conſtantly. 
made to us all our days? Who is ſo hardened as 


to aſſert that the obligation of man decreaſes in 


enjoyed it ſo many years? Is the offer of the goſ- 


: proportion. to the Increaſing diſplays of Divine 
Mercy? ? Are men under no obligations to God. | 
at any time becauſe he is unremittingly, and for- 
ever merciful and gracious ? Let us, then, thank- 
fully recognize the common mercies of God, be- 
cauſe they are permanent For, to the thankful 


heart, they are new every morning, and freſh every 
night. Ln 


* 
440 


Bur to return to the grateful taſk of enumerat- 5 
ing the mercies of the year, God has N 
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3 A Thankſeiving D Nene. 
bleſſed us with health. For though ſickneſs bath 


in a meaſure, prevailed in this and other places, 


in the courſe of the year; and though death, with 


haſty ſteps, hath in ſome inſtances followed it, a8 
we fhall have occaſion to remark in the dert 
branch of diſcourſe; yet we and our families, 
and the United States have, generally, en- 
joyed a great ſhare of health. In this reſpect 


God has not treated us according to our de- 


ſert: For, inſtend of the leaſt meaſure of health, 
- we delerve ſickneſs, pain, diſtreſs and death. We 


deſerve all the evils which attend the various fe- 


vers, inſections, maladies, and plagues, which, 


ſometimes; have an vncontrouled commiſſion to 
deſtroy the children of men. Though we have, 
in the courſe of the year, experienced more fick- 


neſs than has been uſual; yet how wide ! is the aif- 


flrenice between what we enjoy, and What we de 


ſerve ! For have we not been under advantages, 
as a people, to attend ro the common and fated' 
buſineſs of life? We ſometimes are pre fented 
with accounts of places . grizyouſly viſited with 
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Rckneſs and death, that ſhops. are locked up; PF 


doors are ſhut ; buſineſs ceaſes, and mourners go 
about the ſtreets, or hide hemiitives] in ret ha 
bers or corners, to eſcape the ſtench of the moſt 


mortal coritagion. We ſometimes hear of whole 


; cities being clothed in fackcloth, and covered $ 


with aſhes. But have we erperienced the like, 


| during the year! ? Have our families, | in the courſe 
of the year, been ſo diſtreſſed with ſickneſs, that 
the ſick and diſtreſſed have ſuffered, becauſe health a 


itſelf was ſick. and diſtreiſed ? Have we been obli- 
ged to hide ourſelves from ſick and dying children, 


from fick and dying parents, and the deareſt con- 


nexions, to eſcape the fatal darts, hurrying them 


out of the world ? Have we been afraid to follow 


the remains of our r friends to the grave? ? Have we, 


from our garret windows, looked down with pain- 


ful eyes, with aching, bleeding hearts, and ſeen the | i 


nauſeous remains of our departed friends, and bo- 


ſom companions, thrown into the common cart, 


; and hurried off to the ſhallow grave, but half pre- 


Pared ? d. No: we haye not experienced! th this ſharp- | 
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18 od Thankſgiving D iſeourſe. 5 . 
edged adverſity. We have only heard of it, by 


the hearing of the ear. And, notwithſtanding : all 
the juſt deſcriptions we have read, we are but 


mere ſtrangers to the gloomy ſcehe. Let us then 


be thankful for the health which we have enjoyed. 
Let vs, this day, make a, proper eſtimate of our 


| health, and give God a tribute of undifſembled = 


praiſe. For he has clothed us with ſalvation, 


while we, as well as others, deſerve not only to be 


firipped of health, but to be thrown into the pit. 


ANOTHER leading bleſſing which we enjoy, is, 


peace. Our weſtern frontiers, it muſt be remem- 


bered, as a righteous ſcourge of Providence, are 


vexed with the natives of the wilderneſs. Like . 


the ing ane che. walk f in n darkneſs; 


 Yous with Canaan, they are ſaares and traps to 


our diſtant ſettlements; They are ſcourges in their 


ides, and thorns in their eyes : : For they ſeem to 


| be reſerved by Providence to puniſh a wicked peo- 


ple, who, while crowding them off from their na- 
tive {oll, have not, 1n many inſtances, treated them 


according. 
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according t to the common principles of juſtice and : 


| humanity,” With theſe kulking archers of the 


woods, we are obliged to be at war, For, like | 


the faithleſs Carthaginians, who long vexed the 


5 Romans, they will break the moſt ſolemn cove- 


nants, dig up the hatcher, and murder their neigh- 


bours. But, except this conteſt with the ſword of 


the wilderneſs, the ſeveral States enjoy the flowing 

2 advantages of peace. Lou well remember the 
| calamities of war which preceded, and led on the b 
memorable revolution in America. 1 hey were 


| heavy. In the cruel conteſt with Britain, the 


blood of our fathers, brothers, and children, was 


ſpilt, and enriched the land which we now poſ- 


ſeſs. Lou can never forget the dark and angry 


0 cloud, which, for ſeveral years, hung over the . 


land. The wormwood and the gall, are Kill re- 


8 tained. The hoarſe echo of claſhing arms, and : 
1 thundering « cannon, is ſill heard. But now ve | 
have peace. The bleſling is great. It is ineſti- 

mable. Caſt an eye of pity over the extenſive : 


| rey of AE.” What i is the preſent ſtate "I 


France? ? 
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France ? The neighbouring nations are combined 


to pluck from her the ſtandard of liberty. The 


horrid conſequence, to name, is this, Europe is 


drenched with blood. It is the potter's field. 
Could we aſcertain it, we ſhould ſtand aſtoniſhed 


at the vaſt numbers of men this war has ſwept a- 


way ſince the laſt Thankſgiving :. and it does nat 


appear from the moſt authentic information, that 


the greedy, thirſty land of Europe is yet ſatisfied | 


with the blood of man. We have reaſon to fear, 


that rivers of blood will yet flow deep, and wide, 


before the ſword will be cleanſed, and return- 


cd to its ſcabbard. : O! che blood of thouſands 


and thouſands is now calling for vengeance to 


light upon tyrannic, guilty heads. And, ſince it 


is probable that the cry will be more and more 
loud and dreadful, ſhall not we thankfully receive 
the flowing bleſſings of peace which we enjoy? 
Shall we never eſtimate the balmy bleſſing of peace 


till it be ſnatched from us? Muſt we be taught 


the value of peace by its loſs ? The bas al 
— like a tree of many branches, has numerous 


dees; 


1 * * * . 
r « 
8 
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5 bleſſings connected with its; Peace has a thouſand - 


Bleſſings in her arms and ten thouſand in * 


friendly boſom. Like a generous cloud, or | the 


morning ſun, ſhe profuſely ſheds her ineſtimable 
favours on every object, and therefore calls for 
our unfeigned gratitude. 2 
Axor RRR bleſſing, not the leaſt worthy. of grate- 5 
ful notice, is that flowing plenty of the bounties 
of providence which crowns the year. For | 
72 though in this vicinity we were ſubjected to | 
a an early drought, which withered. the graſs of 


the field, yet by the kind influences of heaven. 


both the grain and corn have flouriſhed. The 


former and latter harveſts both have been crown- 
ed with plenty. The deficiency of graſs is ſup- 
Plied in the fulneſs of corn and grain. There is 


a fulneſs of bread, and a ſufficiency of wool and 


flax for clothing, Both the rich and the Poor are 


| ſupplied ; and Lwe are furniſhed with all the arti- 
cles of exportation, neceſſary N heighten the ad- 
| vantages of commerce. The mariner, and me- 


LY chanie, the huſbandman, and merchant, and. all 
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5 85 1 A 15 tors 


ranks FP men | enjoy the {mules of heaven. ＋ Tl : 
never. Was, perhaps, leſs neceſſity for poverty. 17 


men are induſtrious and frugal, their neceſſities 


2 are amply ſupplied. God | has loaded us with his | 


benefits. If we were ſuffering 1 in. conſequence of | 
being deſtitute of neceſſary clothing, and a com- 
fortable ſupply of bread, like many of our fellow 
men, we ſhould look with. aſtoniſhment at the 
bounty of Providence, like that which now de- 


mands our gratitude, But can we even now o- 


verlook the bleflings ſtrewed around us ſo plenti- 


fully ? And except the heart of ſtone, who can be 


unthankful! 4 For we are clothed with kae 
oh and bleſſed with plenty. 1 


| *.& 


Auorhzn bleſſing, which urges the duty of 


gratitude upon us, is the equal and uniform ope- 


ration of the federal government. God has not 
only granted us the beſt conſtitution of govern- 


ment in the world, but he has filled the offices of $4 


government with men of influence and reputation. 


The Preſident, and Vice Preſident are men of re- 


non: and who has a right to oy the Sena- 


\ 


tors and Repreſentatives of the nation | ? Both at 


home, and abroad our government is reſpectable, 


and influential. The cords of government are 


ſtrong. We are not able to. make a Juſt eſtima- 


tion of the bleſſing which we enjoy in the federal 


government. Inſtead of having babes to rule 0. 
ver us, we have men of wiſdom; and authority, 


who are not only able to meet the ambaſſidors of 


other nations upon the heights of ſound policy, 


but to reprove their ignorance and arrogance, to | 
correct their miſtakes, and when neceſſary; to ex- | 
| poſe their baſe and pernicious deſigns. Our gov- | 
ernment is like a moſt complicated and uſeful ma- 
chine, of which every wheel and ſpring uniformly Þ 
I performs i its office ; for good order and induſtry, | 
the proſperity of individuals, and the proſperity of 


the nation; are the obvious conſequences. We 


t under the tall and fruitful tree of national prof- 


perity and glory, and the banner over us, is love. 


Can we, therefore, obſerve a day of public Thankſ- 


giving, and not extol the matchleſs gdodneſs of 
the King of nations, for indulging us with this 


. ineſtimable 
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ineſtimable bleſſing? Let us give God the tot 
| \ = ry: For he ruleth over all, and makes rulers . 
bleſſing, or a curſe to People, according to his fove- 


_ pleaſure. 
Bur the blefliag of all bee which muſt 


” ; ö . 

— 2 — r p 2 1 cod —_ 

2 1 . 2 n - 
e „ * ——— 
287 _ 7 7 K. = 2 71 

2 c 
* 
* 


1 

| bi - not eſcape the gratitude of the day, is the goſpel 
5 of God's grace, which, notwithſtanding all our 
| | wickedneſs, we ſtill enjoy. Why has not God 
; ö taken the goſpel from us, and given it to the Gen- 
: | tiles of the wilderneſs? Why, ſince we have been 
| ſo ungrateful, has he not taken away our golpel- 
| aivileges, and. given them to the Savages | 5 it 
|| becauſe we are better than they ? No, i in no wiſe: 
a for we can  caſily. prove that we are more vile than 


the bloody natives of the land. For what could | 


God conſiſtently have done more that he has not 


done? But alas! What is the fruit? Have we not 

ever ſince the revolution, while clothed wich proſ- 
. perity, been chargeable with black ingratitude | 4 

Have we not trodden upon the gracious offer of 


the goſpel, and in many inſtances become very 


profligate and abandoned? Can it be denied? 


. But 


A Thank giving D heul. 5 17 
But chough v we increaſe and protract our wicked- 
neſs, yet God continues to be gracious. For we 


have the free and uninterrupted ufe of the Bible, 


and all the advantages of his houſe, and ordinan- 
ces. He gives us line upon line, and precept up- 
on precept. The grace of God is unwilling t6 
leave us. Though we deſerve to be caſt off like 


the Jews, God yet ſays : © Come, let us reaſon 


together; for though your ſins b 
make them as wool; though they be red like 


crimſon, 1 will make them as white as ſnow. 


T hus the God of all grace ſtill treats us: and 


ſhall we dot be thankful? Shall we this day refuſe 
 bim chr {nal tribute of praiſe ? What is worthy 
of thanks, if che free uſe of the Bible is nor ? 
What, if the ordinances of the goſpel are not ? ? 
What i is worthy of gratitude, if we are not under 
the greateſt obligations for the conſtant offer of 
God's grace, and the plentiful infuſion of his bi. 


rit on ſome parts of the land, and the ſalvation of 


many ſouls, ready to periſh. Theſe are ſome of 


the leading bleſſings for which we are this day call= 
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78 A Thankſgivin g Diſcodr/e. 
ed to be thankful. The enumeration, I am ſenſi- 
ble, is deficient: and it muſt be left in a deficient 
ſtate, For the ſubje& is ſo very copious, that I 
neither Know where to begin, nor where to end. 
I ſhal}; therefore, leave it to enlightened heady 
and devout hearts. F or according to the method 
adopted, we muſt, 

II. pisPLay the reaſons why we are required 
to rejoice; as though we rejoiced not. And, 

I. II is proper to rejoice in a joyleſs manner, 
becauſe all goſpel-joy | is the fruit of godly ſorrow. | 
As every ſtream flows from the fountain, and can- 
not flow any longer than it is Tupplied by it, To 
goſpel-joy invariably flows from goſpel-ſorrow, on 
account of fin. I ſhall attempt to make this truth 
obvious, becauſe 1t is the moſt intereſting, and eſ- 
pecially on the preſent occaſion : : Chriſtians this 
day rejoice in the view of the boundleſs mercy of 
God, exerciſed toward them i in the courſe of the 
year. But, in what channel does the mercy of 
God flow ? ? In the channel of redeeming love? 
This at once preſents the ſufferings and death of 

Chriſt, 


[ 
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Chriſt, Ne ſubſtituted himſelf for 1 vel For 


when Chriſtians rejoice for being cleanſed, they ol 


cannot but remember that they are cleanſed in the 
toning blood of. Chriſt, They rejoice in being 
clothed with the garments of ſalvation, but they 
- cannot forget that their white robes are the pur- 
chaſe of the blood of God. They rejoice in being 
| conſtantly loaded -with the divine benefits ; ; but 
| they know, that if Chriſt had not borne the curſe 
in his own .body upon the tree, that inſtead of 
theſe numerous mercies of God, they muſt now 
feel the intolerable vengeance of God, in the flames 
of hell. While, therefore; at the time of 3 Joy and 
. gladneſs, We look down into the regions of deſ- 


pair, and ſee hat we muſt inevitably ſuffer now 


and forever, except faved by the blood of atone- 


1 ment, is it poſſible to rejoice without mourning at 
che ſame time? For what is that joy, but carnal 
and unholy, which is not the fruit of godly ſorrow? 
The joy of Chriſtians terminates upon the glory 
; of God, which is diſplayed. in the ſalvation of ſin- 


5 ners, but as they cannot rejoice at the expenſe of 
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Chriſt's blood, their joy neceſſarily flows from un⸗ 
reſerved ſubmiſſion to the righteous penalty of the 
divine law: they, therefore, rejoice, as though they 
rejoiced not. Even.the moſt ſparkling cup of joy 
which Chriſtians drink, is mingled with the deep- 
elt ſorrow, that they have ſpilt the blood of Chriſt. 


Can Chriſtians rejoice. without trembling, in the 
view of this great truth? Let Chriſtians who have 
| experienced the beſt; Joys of religion, judge wheth- 
er we are not treating of the plaineſt fact. I aſk 
an tke joyful friends of God, whether their ac- 
© ceptable Joy does not | keep pace with their godly 
: ſorrow? Does not this doctrine correſpond with 
your. beſt experience? Do you, can you reap 
Chriſtian conſolation ſrom the 3 Joy which 1 is not the 
obvious fruit of godly. mourning ? Have you 
reaped more joyful fruit than you have ſown god- 


17 tears? If ſo, why does the Bible teach us: that 
< thoſe who ſow in tears, ſhall reap in joy? And 


why does It inſtruct us: that he who goeth 


3 


forth weeping, bearing precious ſeed, mall doubt- 


| leſs return, bringing ls ſheayes with him ? 3 And 
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why does Chriſt connect conſolation with ſorrow, 
by ſaying : Bleſſed are they chat mourn, for they 
ſhall be comſor ted?“ It is as plain, that joy is the 


fruit of ſorrow, as that pardon, according to the 


divine conſtitution, is the fruit of repentance, or 


that honour is the fruit of humility, ; Rejoice, 


then, my friends, with godly. fear and- trembling. 
While mourning:inithe view of fin,.rejoice in the 
view of God's pardoning grace. For as Chriſtian 
joy is the fruit of pardon, and pardon i is the fruit | 


of godly forrow; it i is impoſſible for Chriſtians to 


be the ſubj ects of more goſpel-joy, than they are 


joy in the ſame golden cup in Which he meaſures 


ur tears: and except the divine conſtitution 


„ 


5 change, our Chriſtian joy will be in proportion to 


Hur TOW: tears. But, Root er 
It is proper to rejoice, as 5 thoughaje rejoi- 
ey not, becauſe: God 1 10 the commen cup of hu- 


man life, wiſely mingles and adminiſters'both mer- 


cles and Judgments. We all drink of this mixed 
"Wo of mercies and e. And though we 


- Experience 
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experience a thouſand, or a million mercies to one 
| jud gment, yet we are bound to notice and improve 
the judgments of God, as well as his mercies. For 
as long as we remain candidates for immortal glo- 
ry, even the heavy judgments of God are merciful, 


becauſe they are ſent to impel us to repent, and fly 


to him for ſalvation. Accordingly, ſays David, 
ee In faithfulneſs,” O God, thou haſt afflicted me. 
Before I was afflicted, I went aſtray ; but now have 
I learned to keep thy word. It is good for me, 
that I have been afflicted.” For ſeveral months 
- paſt, we have been reading in our current papers, 
of the heavy judgments of God, in the deſtroying 
Plague, which has:made ſuch deſolation at P hila- 
delphia. Thouſands have been ſuddenly ſwept off 
from the ſtage of human life; into eternity, and 
; that once moſt flouriſhing capital left in the moſt 
gloomy and- deſolate ſtate. The diſtreſs of that 
city, for ſeveral, months paſt, has called upon the 
hearts of rocks to melt, and pour forth rivers of 
condoling tears. The judgment is too great to 
be deſcribed. And can we rejoice to-day, with- 
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out ſome reference; by a channel of forrow, to that 
| awful, deſolating judgment Can we preſent our 
tribute of thanks to God, that the infection has 
not pervaded the country, and not drop a tear of 
ſorrow, that ſuch dreadful judgments are neceſſa- 
ry to correct the children of men ? Can we thank 
God that we have eſcaped this fore calamity, and 
not Ke with penitent, bleeding hearts, that 


we as really deſerve it as the citizens of Philadel- 


phia? Is it poſſible, 1 alk, to proceed with goſpel- 0 


ſteps this day, and not transfer ourſelves in ſolemn 
thought to that afflicted, mournful city, and weeps 
and condole with poor widows and orphans, and e- 
ven with the deſolate manſions that have buried all 
their inhabitants ?* If we ſhould refuſe to weep | 
this day while we rejoice, would not the ſtones in 

the ſtreets cry out ? Rejoice; then, as though you 
rejoiced not. Rejoice and mourn alternately. 


Mingle 


9 We * the moſt affecting 8 of the great 
diſtreſs of the city, during the rage of the infection, from 
the liſt of the names of the 100 Orphans, who have fall- 
en into the hands of the Orphan Committee. This liſt 
has been ſeaſonably publiſhed by that Humane Commit- 
tee, that the ſcattered relations of theſe helpleſs Orphans 


might be under proper advantages to make their reſpect- 
ive « claims in a NY manner. 
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Mingle your cup both wich Joy- and ſorrow, glad- 
neſs and ſadneſs, anſwerably to the judgments and 
mercies of God. 15 
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Philadelphia, Nov. 26, 1793. 
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Dear Sir, 


REY 


| It would require a volume 10 comply with: your 
, Yequeſt in the extenſive manner in which you have made it. 1 
haue only time to inform you, that the diſtreſs of our Tity was 
unparallelled in the hiflory of this country, For nearly ſix 
weeks, our Hreets were as quiet, and as deſerted as the flreets 
of Boſton on a Sunday. Few perſons were to be ſeen in 
"them, except phyſicians, bleeders, aud conductors of folitary 
hearſes, or perſons who were in purſuit of ſome one of them. 
Met a ſmile was to he ſeen in any countenance. Diſtreſs 
From actual ſuffering, or from ſympathy, pervaded every fam- 
 tly, The jick were ly attended, owing to one, and in 
Jome inſtances to all the following cauſes ; viz. the deſertion of 
' Pheir friends ;, the 1gnorance of their nurſes ; and the fickngfs, 
or multiplicity of buſineſs, of all our phyſicians. The hour Y 
leath was rendered more gloomy than in common times, by the 
arfficulty, or impoſſibility of procuring miniſters of the goſpel to 
attend the fich in their laſt moments; for although mai of our 
rlergymen remained in the city, and complied with as many calls 
to the fuk and uying as was in their power, yet from the great. 
18 number of both, and from the death of ſome, and the ſickneſs of 
8 others of that worthy body of men, many hundreds died without 
receiving from them the conſolations of religion or the rites of 
their reſpective churches. The deaths amounted to about 4690, 
in three months; a majority of whom were in the prime, or 
middle -of life ; and many of them, perſons of the molt uſeful 
characiert. The poor were great ſufferers by the calamity, far; 
added to pain, and grief, they ſunk frequently (in the beginning 
of the diſorder) under the want of the neceſſaries of 1 
The diſeaſe was in ſome caſes attended with but little pam, 
but in general, the fick complained! of pains more exquiſite than 
in any fever to which the human body is ſuliect; exceft, per- 
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haps, the plague. „„ 
| From, dear Sir, your friend, 
_ | and maſt obedient Servant. 
DIY Reverend Samuel Spring, Benjamin Ruſh. 
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Bur to withdraw your eyes from that weeping, 
5 afflicted city where God hath done his work, his 
ſtrange work; where he hath brought to paſs his 


act, his ſtrange act, “ let us for a moment, at leaſt, 


attend to the judgments of God within our own 


domeſtic circle. «Ts there evil in the city, and the 


Lord hath not done it? Shall the trumpet be 


blown in the city, and the people be not afraid?” 


Has not God permitted, yea, commiſſioned that 


dangerous infection to break out among us? 


Friendly meaſures are adopted by the town, both 


to prevent, and check the natural virulence of the 


infection; 


In Philadelphia, during the time of the fever, there 
have been very many inſtances, in which, as ſoon as a 


perſon was ſeized with the fever, he was immediately a- 
bandoned by friends and the neareſt relations, and reſign- 


ed to the care of, perhaps, a ſingle negro. This has 
been the caſe with perſons of great affluence. And there 
are not wanting caſes of perſons ſo totally deſerted, as to 
be without a human being to hand them a drink of wa- 
ter. Parents have deſerted their children children their 
parents - Huſbands their wives—and wives their huſ- 
bands. It is, probably, not exaggeration, to ſuppoſe that 
a fourth, or a fifth of the whole of the perſons who have 


died, have been facrificed through the conſlernation of 


Nr 


thoſe who ought to have taken care of them. Since the 


early terrors have been diſpelled, theſe deſertions have 
become rare. 5 1 ee 


D 


Carey's Accunt of the Fever. 
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infection; but the termination of the calamity is 
behind the curtain, For we haye many aged and 
infirm perſons among us, as well as babes, to whom 
the infection 3 IS the moſt unfriendly, whether they 
take 1 it the natural way, or by inoculation. Are 
not two thirds of the inhabitants of the place ex- 
poſed 1 to the infection ? And is not this a judg- 
ment ? bo we not, in many reſpects, feel the 
| judgment already! ? And ſhall we not for months, 
and years to come: ? - While we, therefore, aſcend 
the heights of | joy, in conſequence of the nume 
: rous 1 mercies of the year, Ich us rejoice with fear 
and crmmbilig. But has not God commiſſioned 
5 other judgments. to vilit us? Have not ſeveral 
fevers prevailed, and proved mortal ? Hark! Do 
we not even now hear the echo of the rolling, paſf- 
ing belt? You well remember the mournſul weeke, 8 
when deaths and funerals were frequent, and when 
the greedy grave preſented a wide and unſatisfied 
mouth. Since the iſt of September, 36 perſons 
have 3 ta ken from the Preſbyterian = . 


2 from the firſt Congregational Society; 


rom 
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from the ſecond; 5 from the church of. England 
and 3 from the Independent Society. - In leſs than 
rwo months, 77 perſons have been called from the 
Uiving to the dead. And i in the VIEW of this mor- 

5 rality, ſhall we rejoice, and not mourn? ? Do not 
; the many afflicted families among us, expect chat 


we this day mingle will them. tac tears of forrow d 


They now ſee the ſeats of their departed friends 


yacant. 'T he laſt Thankſgiving they were with 


„ 


; but now they a are gone, no more to return. 


| and weep with thoſe who weep, and rejoice as 
though we rejoiced ; not. For we cannot poſbly 
forget the judgments of God, while we celebrate | 


his mercies. God evidently mingles proſperity 


= us, then, now mourn with thoſe who mourn, | I 


and adverhity, mercies and afflictions, in the ſame 5 


cup of life, with a deſign to teach us to o rejoice, as | 


though. we rejoiced not. But, 


3. Tnar it is the duty of man to rejoice in a 


ertain nature of all temporal enjoyments with 


4 "gs » 


_ Niouſly - 


2 manner, it is evident from the fleeting, un- | 


| which we are indulged. This ſentiment lies 0b. : 


28 
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viouſly upon the face of the text and connexion, 


« But this I ſay, brethren, the time is ſhort, It 
remains that they that haye wives, be as though 


they had none; and they that weep, as though they 


wept not ; and they that rejoice, as though they 


rejoiced not ; and they that buy, as though they 


poſſeſſed not; 0 they that uſe the world, as not 
abuſing it; for the faſhion of this world paſſeth a- 
way. All the enjoyments of life haye this indel- 
ible 1nſcription, e Short and Uncertain.” We 


muſt rejoice as though we rejoiced pot. For rich- 


es are but ſhining duſt ; honour is but ſounding 


breath, or a painted, feather ; ; blooming health | 18 


but a fading flower; 3 parents ; are like dying trees, : 
and children like brittle plants, with a deadly worm 
at the root : and life itſelf is but a moment, a ſpan, 
a. breath, a dream, and vanity, But, Oh! death 


is a reality ! For it will ſoon draw . aſide the cur- 


rain, and ci eternal bliſs, or eternal pain, 


Short is the diſtance, very ſhort is thę interval be- 


tween the cradle. and the grave. The lamp of hu- 


man life diſplays but adying blaze. Let us, a 
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rejoice,- as though we rejoiced not. For, © Who 


knows what a day, or an hour will bring forth? | 
The living, O God, praiſe thee. For in death, 


there is no remembrance of thee ; in the grave, 


Who ſhall give thee thanks 3 


—— .. . .... — — 
2 9 * re 75 i *. 
* 1 * bs . ; 8 7 ; . N 
N - o 


. Ws infer, chat the exerciſes of Thankſgiv- 
ing are ſome of the moſt ſolemn, and ſublime ex · 
erciſes of Chriſtianity. For as it is the mere ſove- 


reign mercy of God, which both prevents our fall. 


ing into the pit of deſtruQtion, and furniſhes us 
with the numerous bleſſings which we enjoy, ſo at 
the cloſe of the day, and more eſpecially « of the 
year, to recognize theſe bleſſings in an acceptable 
manner, requires the maſt devout hearts. It 1 is an 
employment, which requires the vigour « of Chriſ- 
tian affection. For the profeſſion is to recognize 
the mercies of God, and to preſent an anſwerable 
olfering of gratitude, When Chriſtians, there- 


fore, begin to enumerate the innumerable mercies 


\ 


: 5 
q 
0 
= 
pu % A 
* % N 4 
4 o * 
2 
v . 1 
« . * 7 " 3 N * 2 
* p "FX > 0 2 . 4 X : 1 A . - AS 3 
n, n © . : 1 e 4 . u 1 W 22 INE" e Pr" , = * F : ** 175 


s + 1 


pp A Thankſgiving Diſcourfe. 


not. 


of God, their hearts melt within them, and they 


gratefully exclaim : © What ſhall we render to the 


Lord for all his benefits ? For inſtead of the full 
= cup of ſalvation, we deſerve nothing but the dregs 


of the cup of God's wrath and indignation forever 


and ever. Chriſtians, therefore, inſtead of indulg- 


ing theſe vain and idle exerciſes which are oppoſed 


to the deſign of Thankſgiving-days, will be the 
ſubjects of the moſt ſolemn and eleyated devotion. 


They will both mourn, and rejoice, While they 
view their ſins and the death of Chriſt, they will 


mourn, and will rejoice with trembling, while con- 


templating the benefits of his death. In the ſame 
act of devotion they will both feel and diſplay the 
ſolemnity of death and the gladneſs of the reſurrec- 


| tion. For wer dec, as though ey reJOIGeA 


ate 


Wr infer, 4 Thankſgiving-days: are nev- 


er acceptably obſerved by ſinners. As wiſdom i is 


too high for a fool, ſo the ſolemn and devout ex- 
2rciſes of Thankſgiving are too elevated for grace- 
eſs hearts. Sinners are equally ſtrangers both to 7h 


- godly | 
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godly ſorrow and Chriſtian joy. For they are un- 
der the ſole dominion of ſelf-gratification. | They . 
are lovers of their own ſelves; lovers of Faure 
rather than lovers of God: Like the empty vine, 5 
they bring forth fruit only to themſelves. There- 
fore God ſays: 00 J hate, I deſpiſe your feaſt-days; 
and will not ſmell in your folemn aſſemblies. 
As ſinners are dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, they nei- 


ther ra of the devotion, nor the conſolation 


of the day. 


3. WE infer the exceeding wretchedneſs of all | 

_ thoſe, who do not this day, preſent an offering of 
holy gratitude. For what can be more reaſona- 
ble? Are we not all; of every deſeription, under 
the greateſt obligations to thank and praiſe the 

Lord? ? Has not God ſaved us from the furnace of 
his wrath, which we deſerve for our fins ? Has he 
not given us the offer of ſalvation ? | Have you not 
been indulged with all the means and advantages 
of the gol pel ? How frequently have you had op- 

5 portunity to wait upon God in his houſe, both i in : 


ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ? Has not God richly 


| bleſſed 
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bleſſed you with health, peace, and plenty! ? You 
have not only been protected from numerous evils, 
to which you have been expoſed, but clothed with 
| proſperity. You can no more enumerate. the 
bleſſings of the year, than you can count the dewy 
drops of the morning, or the rays of light emitted 
from the ſun. Here you ſtand loaded with the 
divine benefits, and conſequently, under the great- 
eſt obligations to be thankful. How finful, then, 
| how inexpreſſibly ſinful, not to preſent your trib- 
ute of thanks ? Is it poſſible for God to require 
leſs than your undiſſembled gratitude? Are you 
not under the beſt advantages to be thankful ? ? 
Shall, then, the dull ox, and the ſtupid aſs grate- 
fully notice the kindneſs of their owners, and ſhall 
man, ſhall candidates for immortal glory treat 
their gracious Benefactor with ingratitude ? Who 
can deſcribe, or even conceive the wickedneſs with 
| which ungrateful men arc charged For it is like 
infinity added to infinity. Remember, then, O O 


ſinners, that if you cannot be induced by millions of 


mercies, to be thankful, that you muſt expect ſoon | 


fo 
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t meet God in his wrath. and indignation. Fer 


de who made vo will be glorified, becauſe he | 


made all things for himſelf ;. yea, even the wicked 


for the day of evil. If you will not glorify, God 


in your ſalvation, he wil glorify himſelf in your 


deſtruction. Prepare, then, ,0 ſinners, to meet 
. your offended Maker. For < Shall not the Judge ww 
of all the earth do right ? 2 Give glory to the Lord 
; your, God, before he cauſe the darkneſs, and be- 
fore your feet ſtumble upon che dark mountains, 
and while ye look for light, he turn it. into the 


ſnadow of death, and make it groſs darkneſs.” 


Hear the voice of God to all ungrateful men 
this day: © If ye will not hear, and will not lay it 
to heart, to give glory to my name, ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts, I will even ſend a curſe upon you, and. I 


will curſe your bleſſings, yea, 1 have curſed them 
| * becauſe you do not lay | it to heart,” A 


Laar us, now, at the cloſe of. the ſervices of 


| has carefully and impartially examine whether : 


our hearts correſpond with, our r profeſſion. For, 


mhether prepared, or not, we muſt all ſhortly 
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251605 re the im partial tribtingl ef God. in 
the view „ therefore, *6f. the Ju gment- Seat "of 
[@krift, Which is bit a ſtep before Us, Gheresevery 
thought and exereſſe will be difplayed, it is nat- 

ral to Put the ne queſtiens. Are we | 
-penitetit and thankful '? Do*w2'borh - mourny and 
rejoibe like Chriſtiatis ? ? De we *copdiaty: mourn, 
while contemplating our dwn perſonal characters, 
as firiners? And do we rejoite with ſingleneſs of 
: Heaft, while: contemplating "the ſpecial grace of 
-God, - revealed to öur fouls in and through 
Jeſus Chriſt 2: For if ac according to the ſpirit of 
"the rext, We rejoice, "as thotughwe: rejoi Led Het: we 
te the fubje&s'of chat eontfition which always : 
precedes holy gratitude: | While, then, we pro- 
feſſedly rejoice; let chis bethe tions and e 
Are we tlie ſiibjetts of that 3 is the ; 
goſpel ru ru fit of godly forrow ?'What teſtimeony pre- 
ents from the morning Exerciſes of the family: and 
cloſet 2 Have we, in both fecret and family devo- 
"Kon; realized the foleran and ms. | 
1 7 


= 0 


4 T Thankſgiving Dj low,. 
?. Have we come up to the. gang vary to pay 
aur vous with hearts in covenant with God 2 If 
our hearts are now gratefully devout, are we not 
poſſeſſed of comfortable eyidenge of our devotion ? 


and bleſſed teſtimony of your Thankſgiving, which 


will meet the approbation of che Great Day 4 
Wbat do we more than others, who profeſſedly 
obſerve the ſalemnities of the day, but in the ſight 
of God, who pervadeth the heart, are deſtitute of 


every deyout exerciſe ? Can we, now, in the preſ- 


ence of God, lay our hands upon our breaſts and 


ſay that by his ſpecial grace we have improved 


the day, and are prepared to meet the joyful, 
- thankful Chair at the Great Tribunal? What is 

he veiee of enlightened canſcience ? For if our 
hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts 


and knoweth, a. things, But, if upon impartial 2 
examination, we find our hearts conſonant with 8 
the high demands of the day, let us give God the 
| glory. For of him, and through him, and to hin, 


are all thin 855 ; to. whom be gory foreyer.” 
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5. Lit me cloſe with a wor of exhortation. 


And as we leave the houſe, let us remember Wich 5585 


anſwerable exerciſes of heart, that it is highly prob- 
able, if not certain, that ſome of us will never ſee 


another Thankſgiving Whoſe golden ſands will 


be ſpent firſt, God alone knows: for in him we 
live, and move, and have our being, and i in him 
are all our ways. Not knowing, then, the event. 
of to-morrow, jet us realize the ſhortneſs and 
uncertainty of life, and the certainty of death. 
Let us not go to our tables, which are richly. fur- 
niſhed with the bounties of heaven, like thoſe who | 
eat and drink to themſelves: but let us eat and 


drink to the glory of God, and give God chanks. 


When we fit as families around our Thankſgiv- 
ing tables, let us all remember that the time is 
ſhort ; and that we ſhall oon be numbered 
in 2 cold grave, with our departed friends, 
who lately graced our Thankſgiving-Boards. ? 
7 LzT us, then, be ready for our great and laſt | 


change. For we know not the day of our 


e 


3 


Fa 4 7 banking Diſcourſe.” 


As though it were my laſt requeſt, let me de- 
fire my youthful hearers, to ſpend the evening 
with a wiſe reference to eternity. For thoſe Who 
thankfully improve the day, will humbly, and 
N thankfully imprave the evening, Turn a deaf 
ear, my young friends, to the perſuaſions of thoſe, - 
who intend to ſpend the evening in mirth and diſ= 
| ſipation; for they have no communion with God, 
and are deſtroying their fouls : ; but go devoutly 8 
to your dlaſet. and enjoy the preſence of God, 
As it is not probable, chat you will all, though -Y 


8 in the bloom of youth, ſee another Thankſgiving, - 
ſpend a few moments this evening, converſing 
N With death, and in praying for grace to triumph 
over the grave. For the time of young perſons, 

5 50 as well as the time of the aged, is ſhort. Re- 
member, then, O young man, thy Creator, now in 


the days of thy youth; leſt God in his wrath ſhall 


ſpeedily fay : © Rejoice, O young man, in- thy 


youth, and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of 1 
thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, and | ö 


in 
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3d 4 — Dijon, 


inthe ſight of thine eyes; but know thou, that 
for all theſe things, God will bring thee 1 into judge 
_ 1 1% 


Tov will permit me, my young beuers, e addreſs 


you | in the plaineſt manner, For he moſt pre- 


cious moments of the ſhort glas of life are now 
fliding from you with ſpeed. Like other young 
perſons , you claim the Privilege of enjoying the : 
vain amuſements, and diverſions of youth ; and 
are, perhaps, prone to think that your miniſter 
and parents, who have gathered the flowers, and en- 
joyed the ſweets of youth, are more ſtrict and rigid. 
chan wife and judicious. But though we cannot aſk. 
you to copy, without reſerve, the example which we 
let in the time of youth ; and though our method 
of treating our children and young perſons i is far 
from being perfect, yet we can ſafely urge you to 
copy the example of Chriſt, and to remember your : 


Creator in the days of your youth, For the time 


N 
13 el youth, according to the courſe of providence, is 


the ſeed-rime for ; an endleſs harveſt. As you now 


ſo w 


* 


his ſeed, ſo you will reap. 11 you will, e 


the public folemnities of the day, ſpend the evening 
in the vain and unhallowed amuſements af youth, 
you muſt expect the dif] pleaſure and wrath of W 
For God does not graciouſly grant you life, to be 2 
ſpent in ſelf-gratification, Solemnly reſolve, 
therefore, before you leave your ſeats, that you 
will, by the grace of God, ſpend the evening con- 
ſonant with the ſolemn and grateful deſign of the . | 
day. Raiſe your hearts, like the thankful chil- 
eren of God, above the world%and the things of... 
the world. Anticipate the enjoyment of the grate- . 
ful inhabitants of heaven. Let every one ſay with | 
the thankful Pfalmiſt : e What ſhall I render to 
the Lord, for all his benefits towards me? I vill 
take the cup ol ſalvation, and call upon the name 2 
of the Lord. I will pay my yows unto the Lord 85 
no in the preſence of all his people.“ 
Now unto him who is able to ſanctify your 
hearts, and make you chankful, gm to keep you 
from falling, and to preſent you faultleſ before 
Le the 
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